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•  Inflamma&on	 of	 the	 mammary	 gland	 –	 MASTITIS	 –	 is	 a	 serious	
problem,	because	 it	 is	 responsible	 for	 the	decrease	 in	milk	 yield	 and	
quality	
•  Bacteria	of	the	species	Staphylococcus	aureus,	causing	intramammary	

















•  The	 nuc	 gene	 is	 present	 in	 most	 S.	 aureus	 isolates,	 however	 some	
isolates	 not	 carrying	 this	 gene	 have	 been	 described.	Moreover,	 the	









To	 assess	 the	 presence	 of	 the	
nuc	 gene	 in	 staphylococci	




























































• the	presence/absence	of	 the	nuc	 gene	 is	not	a	 reliable	
method	for	the	iden&fica&on	of	S.	aureus	isolated	from	
small	ruminant	milk	samples	
• this	virulence	factor	may	be	involved	in	small	ruminant	
mas&&s	pathophysiology	
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Thank	you!	
